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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Annual General Meeting of the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club will
be conducted at the Rooty Hill RSL Club on Monday 18 May 2009,
commencing 7.30 pm. The order of business will be as follows:

1. Presentation of minutes from the Annual General Meeting, 2 June 2008

2. Presentation of Presidents Report for 2008/09

3. Presentation of Treasurers Report and annual financial statement for
2008/09

4. Election of Committee for 2009/10

5. General Business

Written nominations are invited for the following positions on the committee:
President
Vice President
Secretary
Assistant Secretary
Treasurer
Assistant Treasurer
Registrar
Publicity Officer
Umpires Co-Ordinator
Grounds Co-Ordinator
Equipment Officer
Uniform Officer
Canteen Co-Ordinator
Delegate to Greater Western Baseball Association
Delegate to Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club

Written nominations are to be received by the Secretary by Monday 21 April
2009 at the addresses above. Further information can be obtained by
contacting 0418 758 937.

David Flaxman Richard Robertson
Secretary / Publicity President



APPLICATION FOR POSITION ON THE 2009/10
BASEBALL COMMITTEE

| wish to apply for the following position(s) on the Rooty Hill RSL Youth
Baseball Club Committee at the Annual General Meeting, to be conducted at
the Rooty Hill RSL Club on Monday 18 May 2009.

President

Vice President

Secretary

Assistant Secretary

Treasurer

Assistant Treasurer

Registrar

Publicity Officer

Umpires Co-Ordinator

Grounds Co-Ordinator

Equipment Officer

Uniform Officer

Canteen Co-Ordinator

Delegate to Greater Western Baseball Association
Delegate to Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club

0000000000000

| understand that as a Committee Member | must
be a current, fully financial member of the Rooty Hill RSL Club Ltd
obtain membership of the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club, and
provide a Working With Children Declaration.

| agree to abide by the code of conduct and ethics as set down by the Rooty
Hill RSL Youth Club.

Nominee: Signature
Proposed by: Signature
Seconded by: Signature

WRITTEN NOMINATIONS ARE TO BE RECEIVED BY THE SECRE TARY
BY THE GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD MONDAY 20 APRIL 2 009
Nominations may be submitted:
In person prior to or at the meeting
By mail to the Secretary, 40 Sandpiper Terrace, Plumpton NSW 2761
By e-mail at secetary@rootyhillbaseball.com
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AMF Bowling Centre Blacktown
Ashlar Golf Club, Blacktown
Australian Baseball Federation
Australian Jockey Club
Australian Museum
Australian Reptile Park
Automasters, Mt Druitt
Bistro 44, Blacktown
Canterbury Bulldogs
Captain Cook Cruises
Clark Rubber, Blacktown
Clown Town, Rosehill
Club Paceway, Penrith
Cutz n Colourz Hairdressing Mt Druitt
Dunheved Golf Club
Embroidery Sew Fine, Blacktown
Fairfield City Farm
Featherdale Wildlife Park
Gold Coast Titans
Hawkesbury Race Club
Homecare Direct Shopping
Jamberoo Action Park
Kidabout Playland St Marys
Nepean Belle
Oceanworld Manly
Oneb55 Health And Fitness Centre, Rooty Hill RSL
Parramatta City Raceway
Parramatta Eels
Plumpton Hotel
Ripples Leisure Centre, St Marys
Sargents Pies
Snack Brands Australia
Sydney Aquarium / Sydney Wildlife World / OzTrek
Sydney FC
Sydney Olympic Park Aquatic Centre
Sydney Turf Club
Taronga Western Plains Zoo
The Train Shed, Luddenham
Vicarys Winery

Rod Kemp — supplier of “The Folding Bench” rodkerr@hotkey.net.au

Game — supplier of carry bags



2009 ANZAC March and Service

The 2009 Rooty Hill RSL ANZAC March and Service will
be conducted as follows:

Date: Sunday 19 April 2009
Time: 2.30 pm (meet at 2.00 pm)
Meeting point: Westminster Street, Rooty Hill

The march will start at Westminster Street and continue
along Rooty Hill Rd North and Sherbrooke Street for
approximately 1 km to the memorial in front of the RSL
Club.

A memorial service will be conducted at the RSL following
the march.

The Blues will march behind the Baseball Club banner as
a division of the Youth Club. Marchers should wear the
club polo shirt.

Please come and support this march and the diggers who
gave and continue to give in service to Australia.

Lest we forget.
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This past season started off with really good numbers of new and existing players,
then disaster struck. We, the committee, had to go into a major crisis meeting and do
our best to fix a very ugly situation which | believe was handled exceptionally well by
all involved. At that meeting, it was discussed that changes to our coaching staff
would be implemented immediately for the benefit of all the players.

We had our first inaugural U/12 live ball induction day, and as per usual Rooty Hill did
their best, putting on a wonderful event for all the invited clubs and a great day was
had by all that attended.

George Ward was also rewarded for his service to our club by having a diamond
named after him, which | believe to be a great honour for his dedication to Rooty Hill
Baseball. George is still actively coaching our junior Blues whilst not having any child
playing currently with the club.

This season, | tried to be more involved with all teams where possible. That included
umpiring, stand-in manager, fill-in coach and spectator and let me just say that with
every team, | was welcomed warmly by parents and players alike.

It was also great to see this year numerous articles and photos of the Rooty Hill
Blues Baseball club in the local media on a regular basis.

It was fantastic to see the numerous representative players from our club in State
Cup, Association Cup and also a Rookie Cup representative, even though we did not
field an under 10 team this year. A special mention to our N.S\W., A.C.T. state
representative players as well as our international players.

I must also make a special mention to all of our committee; with your help and
support my position is made so much easier. To all our Coaches, Scorers, and
Managers for giving up your precious time to dedicate to teaching this wonderful
game to these players. A huge thank you to all our umpires, without them there is
no game. All our spectators for supporting our players and most importantly, our
Baseballers for entertaining us every Saturday morning.

| would like to wish our graduating U/16°s all the best of luck and feel free to come
back and help our current junior players with any coaching tips you would like to
share.

Yours in sport,

Richard Robertson

President

Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club.



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club
Perpetual Award Winners
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1997/98 Joan Brown
1998/99 Matthew Brown
1999/00 George Ward
2000/01 Rosemary Nash
2001/02 Greg Scott
2002/03 Jimmima Tilini
2003/04 Ken Edwards
2004/05 Jenny Warner
2005/06 David Flaxman
2006/07 Kylie Menouhos
2007/08 Steven Baker
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2000/01 Jenny Warner

2001/02 Rod Woolard and Under 14 Div 1
2002/03 Gary Ward

2003/04 Glen and Donna Sanders
2004/05 Ricardo de Ubago

2005/06 Ben Irmisch and Leanne Sadler
2006/07 Phil Larkin

2007/08 Colin Jeffrey
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2007/08 Jack Flaxman, U10
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It has without doubt been an interesting season of mixed fortune for the Blues, with
fortunately far more positives than negatives to report for the year.

The 2008/09 season saw a reduction of players and teams registered, not just with
Rooty Hill but in the sport generally. There are many theories why this happened and
committees have been convened by both Baseball NSW and Greater Western to
investigate and address the issue. Given the state of the world at this time, no doubt
many families will look at many things such as participation in sport over the coming
year and consequently there may be even further pressure on humbers in the next
couple of seasons. The challenge for a club like Rooty Hill is to make patrticipation in
the game interesting, exciting and value for money in order to retain and recruit
players. The Committee is keenly aware of these issues — every one of us is a
parent of one or more players and like most have tight budgets and a desire to see
that our children are provided for fairly. This is the same principle we apply to all
registered players and we certainly hope we have succeeded.

Rooty Hill broke new ground in 2008/09 with the running of the inaugural Under 12
pre season gala day. Teams from Penrith, Plumpton, Colyton and Boomers joined
two Rooty Hill squads in participating in a very successful non competition day,
where the aim was to introduce players to live ball and provide coaches with an
insight into the talent at their disposal. It was a good day where the result did not
matter. The idea was the brainchild of our progressive Vice President, Stephen
Kenny, and was enthusiastically embraced by the committee. As a result of the
success, it is anticipated that the gala day will return in August.

It was also wonderful to honour long serving clubman George Ward during the
season, with the dedication of the George Ward Diamond at PvH in November.
George has spent 12 years with the club and coached our under 8 team this season,
despite having no continuing family affiliation with the club. Previously, George
served as President for seven years and was a major driver in the building of our
club.

The club participated in the Rooty Hill Carols By Glowlight, which is a major
fundraiser for our club. This was the last such event to be held at the RSL club as
the sports field is to be taken over by a new development in the next 12-18 months.
The club also ran a caravan at the Australia Day on The Rooty Hill — this was a long
day with mixed success and many thanks are offered to those who assisted.
Particular thanks go to our Treasurer, Steve Baker, who had a vision to try something
different to raise money for the club and made it a reality.



The club also hosted a special visitor this season, a jolly giant of a man in a red suit.
The visit of Santa was a triumph for the club and a wonderful experience for the
players and their siblings who met him. Santa was ably looked after by the crew from
Blacktown Rural Fire Service and their captain Paul Costello, who we thank for
making sure Santa got to PvH safely, and was able to get back to finish his
Christmas preparations.

With just seven teams this season, it was good to have three of our teams make the
semi finals series — the Under 16, Under 9 and Under 8 squads. The minor premier
under 16s made the grand final before falling at the final hurdle, the under 9s made
the final while the under 8s bowed out in the semi. Our Under 14/1, Under 12/1 and
Under 12/2 teams had varying degrees of success during the season and while not
successful in reaching the post season, they represented the club very well in the
way they played and conducted themselves generally. The non competition Under
7s also had a great season and there are many fine young ball players just waiting to
break out of this squad in the future.

None of the on field success occurs without a significant deal of assistance in the
background. Along with our President, Richard Robertson, | would like to show my
appreciation and offer my thanks to the support of the committee — Vice President
Stephen Kenny, Treasurer Steve Baker, Registrar / Groundsman Colin Jeffrey,
Canteen Coordinator Robyn Baker, Uniform Officer Leah Flaxman and GWBA
Delegate Kim Robertson. Each and every one of these people goes over and above
the expected to ensure that the club firstly exists for our players and secondly is able
to adequately provide for our players. It is not uncommon for members of the
committee to literally burn the midnight oil to get the job done and all do a fantastic
job.

I would also like to acknowledge our volunteers who have assisted with the canteen
and BBQ and with the umpiring duties this year. The level of assistance has been
very good this year, and it has been much appreciated. However it is important
everyone takes the time to pitch in and help — the few cannot continue to carry the
burden that the many can assist with. Without volunteers, we have no club.

I need to especially note the conduct of our players and supporters in 2008/09. This
time last year | had cause to lament some unsavoury incidents in and around the
game. Not this year. | am pleased to say that the behaviour and conduct of all
players, officials and spectators have been exemplary this season and | would like to
thank everyone for setting and upholding such a high standard.

The club’s Annual General Meeting will be held on the third Monday of May at the
Rooty Hill RSL club (details are elsewhere in this yearbook). At this meeting, all
positions are made vacant and members are invited to stand and help improve and
build our club into the new season. | invite everyone who has an interest in their
child’s sport to attend this meeting. Yes, there is some time commitment required
(grounds don't set themselves up, for example) and meetings to attend, however this
is essential for the running of the club. You might even enjoy it!

Thank you to everyone who has made Rooty Hill such a great club in 2008/09 — lets
hope we see you all back in 2009/10.

Dave Flaxman
Secretary



NSW AA National Championships Squad — January 2009
Drew KEATING
Colin TILINI

NSW Overseas Tours — Italy (August 2009)
Benjamin MARTIN
Shane WOODLAND

SJC All Stars Game

Under 16: Joshua EVANS, Drew KEATING,
Benjamin MARTIN, Joel O'KEEFFE
Colin TILINI

Under 14: Matthew EVANS

ACT AA National Championships Squad — January 2009
Joshua EVANS

GWBAU16 Youth League
Joshua EVANS

Drew KEATING

Benjamin MARTIN

Joel O'KEEFFE

Colin TILINI

Shane WOODLAND

GWBA U14 Sydney Championship
Shaun CAMERON

Matthew EVANS

Corey GARCIA

Wade O'BRIEN

GWBAU12 Sydney Championship
Aaron BAKER
Nicholas MARTIN

GWBAU12 Assaciation Cup
Veronica BESARRA

Wayne JEFFREY

Jayden NEWELL

GWBAU10 Rookie Cup
Alex BAKER

@ Special Mention to Former Players
NSW AAA National Championships Squad — January 2009
“‘;i{.,';*’;:i" MLBAAP 2009 (Major League Baseball Australian Academy Program)
Grant Piccoli, Todd van Steensel
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Thanks to the following people who gave up their time to umpire our juniors in
2008/09:

Steve Baker
Anthony Brown
Alan Charity
Joshua Charity
Nic Even
Rhys Callaghan
Gary Everson
Dave Flaxman
Noel Foad
Kyle Fuller
Stephen Kenny
Blake O’Keeffe
Cathie-Lee Portelli
Richard Robertson
Lindsay Salt
George Ward



It was a great honour to take on the Under 7 coaching role in 2008/09 — and a real eye
opener.

The squad was a mix of brand new players mixed in with a small group of “old timers” —
second year kids who, having learnt their craft the year before, knew exactly how the game
should be played (and told me all about it). By the end of the season, however, instead of
three players telling me how the game should be played, | had ten! Progress!

The best thing about Under 7 baseball is that, as a non-competition division, there is the
freedom to give players a fair run in all positions while having no pressure to gain a result.
Yes, winning is nice and the Baby Blues won their fair share, but in the younger age groups it
is about learning and developing. And | am certain that the team all learned something this
season, even the “old timers”.

So what did they learn? The following is a review:

“Dave, can | play (insert position here)?”

“Coach, | don’'t want to play here, why can't | play (insert position here)?”
“The ball never comes to me out here”

“Good, | can have a rest out here” (and yes, we are talking the same position)
“There are a lot of bugs at Plumpton, aren’t there?”

“l want to smash the ball and get a home run”

“I need to go to the toilet”

“What's the tenth position in baseball again?”

The last one was actually very important. The tenth position — team mate — was one that all
players were told was the most important, and they were all very good team mates.

Probably the most disappointing part of the Baby Blues season was the way it ended — in a
deluge of rain and washouts. Having played the first game back after the holidays, the
season finished with a bye and two wash outs. This meant the players did not get to finish off
the season as they deserved — playing great games of tee ball and having fun on the
diamond.

If | had the opportunity to provide special medallions for great efforts, every player would get
one. They all showed great improvement and all brought something to the game by the
seasons end.
Drew Lloyd, the power hitter and double play specialist, wowed the crowds with some
good catches and smart plays through the season, and not forgetting several double
baggers with the bat.
Tyrell ‘Relly” Howell was solid on base and solid with the bat, often batting runners home.
Jumping Jole Green managed to put himself in a position to find the ball, even when he
didn’t want it to find him.
Super Sally Reweti was as enthusiastic as any player you could wish to have, and had a
solid left hand batting action that surprised many onlookers.
“Magnifigue Monique” Powell was the quiet achiever and probably the team’s best
listener — an attentive player who excelled at second base, looked for the double plays
and had a surprisingly solid hit when she batted.
Michael “Micky O” O'Brien was the character of the team and a real success story — after
a run where he couldn't hit the ball off the tee, he came to the next game with new boots
and promptly made it to base three times, and never looked back
Zakharius “Zakky” Foad had the ability to switch on and off during the same play,
meaning the opposition (and his coach) was never sure what would happen next. Made
some big plays during the season, some of them without even looking
Matthew Lowe gave full effort each week and was a very good batter — something that
even impressed coaches and parents in the Under 8 squad. Very safe runner between
bases and a handy fielder



Zane Catlett, the smallest member of the team and almost its most vocal. Was
particularly impressive as a short stop in the field, especially in the Gala Day at Kemps
Creek where he stopped just about everything that came to him.

Ryan “My dad’s the coach, you know” Flaxman, who tried without success to influence
field placements and batting orders. Was solid in the outfield and on base, and a
constant chatterbox.

I must thank a number of people who made my job so much easier this season. Thank you to
Rose and Paul Reweti who took on the scoring duties and sometimes subbed in as manager
during the season. Thank you to Anthony Lowe for helping at training and on the diamond
during game days. Thank you to Noel Foad who also helped on the field and at training and
was our home game umpire. Thank you to George Ward worked with the players in the early
art of the season and provided wonderful advice to me during the year. And a special thank
you to the parents who were wonderful all season and were a pleasure to work with — you all
made my job so much easier.

Last, but not least though, thank you to the ten ragamuffins who dominated my summer and
were really a joy to work with. | hope to see you all back on the diamond next September.

Dave Flaxman
Coach



We played 14 rounds, won 6 and lost 8 but it was enough to get us into the final 4. It
took a few weeks for the players to get to know me and me to get to know the players
and then we gelled. We trained well and with enthusiasm from all players and they
enjoyed the sessions that were set every week. Finding our pitcher, first base
combination was tough. Liam Devaney has a good glove on first base, pitcher Aaron
Lowe, Braidyn Duroux, Jemma Lee Butler and Maddalyn Duroux all worked well in
that position.

Second baser Aiden Stopps did an excellent job. Our shortstops were Jemma,
Maddalyn and Lachlan who rotated each week. Third baser Mark Knapp and Lachlan
did very well. Our Outfielders were Aaron, who runs all day, Braidyn and Courtney
Hanson who smiled her way through every game. Mitchell Jenkins tried his best
every game for us as catcher

How did | measure a successful season? Through smiling, laughter, as winning is
only part of the experience. If all players come back and play next season, that to me
is success. A big thank you must go out to Liz Stopps who managed the team, the
parents including myself. Scorer Greg Stopps, thank you and to all the other parents
who got their children to and from training sessions and games, | thank you.

It was a fun season and | hope you learned something different about baseball, |
know | did.

By the way we didn’t win the finals but not to worry we all had fun.....................

Yours in Baseball
George Ward



! " #
!
! I $% &
(o
I N e e .
)) * | !
)) * !/ 0, 01 '(n
) 12 ot
)) $%&
)) N
)) .
)) *
) . !/ "!# !
)) s |
)) * e
. / Lo
)) ! $% &
)) * +2 #
)) * +2 #
)) N
)) . 2 ! "“!#
)) * |
)) * !/ (n
. "2 [
)) $%&
)) I

I
)



#

The U9’s T-Ball team had a great year. For most of the boys it was their first time playing in
the final series and we had a good chance of taking out the premiership.

We started the season off in fine form with four wins and a draw from our first five games and
were sitting alone at the top of the table. However we were brought back to the pack very
quickly with three consecutive loses, before getting back into the winners circle.

There were a few game’s during the regular season and a final where the coaches pretty
much did nothing but cheer the team on, they were playing basic baseball looking to get the
easy out, and very surprising to see them looking to get the lead runners out as well as
making double plays. The ball player’'s were all smiles and definitely happy to be there at
these games. To see this happening by an under 9's team gave the coaches goose bumps, to
see the players talking to one another backing each other up both physically on the field and
verbally in the dugout on the fence was pleasing to see.

During one of these games a comment was made by one of the parent’s loud enough for the
coaches to hear which was “These players make you three coaches look good”, when we
heard the comment, it made us feel proud, to have that observation stated and was a true
reflection on all the Ball Player’s as a team. The team had improved and excelled on their
skills learnt, during the season.

After the end of the regular season we finished with 9 wins 1 draw and 5 losses. This put us
comfortably into third position and only a half a win out of second and 1 %2 wins out of Minor
Premiers.

Our first semi final was against Boomers at Penrith. All the boys were pumped for a big game
and the support from the dugout they gave each batter as they entered the box was fantastic.
It seemed they had kept their best game for the finals. With an exceptional display in the field,
not second guessing themselves knowing what they where going to do with the ball if it had
been hit to them, getting lead runners out and making double play’s and almost triple plays. |
do believe there was one occasion where the player’'s had actually got Four out. Aggressive
batting in the box by all hitting to both side’s of the field, we ran out comfortable winner’'s 16-3.
It gave all the coaches goose bumps watching this game and would have done the same to
parents we believe.

Our second semi final was against the minor premiers Kemps Creek, who are a very good
team. We knew we would have to be at our best to beat them; we had actually beaten them
squarely with good displays by all the week before the Boomer's final. Unfortunately we must
have hit our peak the week before. We batted well, but with some remarkable fielding from
Kemp's Creek restricted our usually strong batting line up and some unforced errors allowed
Kemp's Creek to get in front and once we got behind the guys got a little down. However and
at the top of the sixth inning (unlimited runs), there were only a few runs in it and we still had a
chance. Kemps Creek lifted with some excellent diving catches to shut us out and take the
game.

(The U/9 Blue’s scored more runs than any other team in the regular season with 287).

We would like to thank all the Parents for their great support and helping to motivate ball
players during the season. We also would like to say a special Thankyou to our Manager
Donna Salt, our Scorer’s Natalie Charity, sometimes Donna Salt and (first time for everything)
Nic Even.

To our umpires Noel Foad, Richard Robertson, Nic Even and last but not least Joshua Charity
obviously my son who conducted himself as an Umpire professionally for which | am very
proud. To the willing dugout helper Rod Freeman, to the parents who helped out at the
canteen without your help the Team / Club cannot function smoothly, we are all Volunteers.



Now to introduce the Ballplayer’s:

Brock Ayre-Nixon (2001) Brocky Coaches Award

An original U/7’s Playing up in age group then and again to U/9’s.Brock is a quiet sort of
player but towards the end of this season he has come out of his shell. While the rest of the
team were getting drinks, Brock would often ask Todd to do extra warm ups especially
groundball work, throwing and fielding the ball back to Todd. He is not a bad pitcher with
strong and flat throws to first base. Brocky bats the ball very well when he sets himself upright
not slouching. He has the potential to be a very good ballplayer.

Harrison Tagi (2000) Harry Most Improved

When introduced to Harrison, Alan thought he was playing in the under 12’s and went to send
him there when Lindsay said he was in our team. A very quiet person at the start of the
season come out of his shell after the Xmas break. Seeing his batting potential Todd took him
under his wing and by the end of the season was hitting stand up doubles nearly every time at
bat from rolling, to one bounce through the witches hats. (Todd affectionately referred to
Harry as the Babe) Harry also improved in his is fielding and understanding of playing third
base eg; getting the lead runner out.

Alex Rosier-Evan (2001) Oommo

At the start of the season we had Alex in the outfield because he could run and then we
realised that Alex had a safe glove when he got to the ball so we moved him to first base,
were he made it his own. Alex can confidently hit to both sides of the field which is an asset.
We had problems trying to think of a nick name for Alex then his ability to create a lot of dust.
Alex had a habit of sliding kicking the dirt (creating Dust), it didn’t matter if it was base
running, at the start of an innings running out to his fielding position, sliding and creating dust;
hence the nickname OMMO.

Lachlain Foad (2000) Lachy the Gobbler

Told the coaches he could play second base, didn’t like any other position, then second base
became boring to him because the ball wasn’t being hit to him in the second half of the
season. Maybe because after the Xmas brake Lachlain received a new mitt and from then on
became THE GOBBLER .Nearly every ball hit to him he stopped. He also is a team leader
and likes to direct the team around the park.

Byron Lloyd (2000) Reggie

A pretty good pitcher or catcher, towards the end of the season Byron was starting to
understand baseball and which plays to make in the field and trying to think about getting the
lead runners out. Byron has the potential to be a very good ball player but puts to much
pressure on himself instead of having fun.

James Robinson (2000) Jimmy
Jimmy has a safe glove very good base runner and can make outs when he throws hard and
confident to first base, he is a good and consistent batter, hitting to both sides of the field.

Isaac Besarra (2000) Ice Pack
Good base runner and consistent hitter he also was a good motivator geeing up the team
both in the field and from the bench.

Hayden Salt (2001) Haydos
Hayden was one of our consistent batters always tried hard and never complained when
asked to play a position. Has the potential to be a very good ball player.

Indiana Freeman (2001) Indy

Has improved on his glove work through out the year. Indy is a happy go lucky character who
was always committed to play and having fun. Indy could also hit to both sides of the field
when asked. He had wanted to switch hit on a couple of occasions.

Aaron Charity (2000) Azza



Regular first baseman and centre field in the under 7’s but moved to shortstop this year and
at times other positions on the diamond. Had a safe glove and one of our stronger batters
hitting three homeruns in one game.

Thank you again to all the boys and their parents for their efforts throughout the season both
in the games and also at training. We look forward to seeing you all next year.

The Coaches
Lindsay Salt

Alan Charity
Todd Fuller
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Let us start at the beginning with the u12/1’s. With 5 Rep players in the team
consisting of mainly first year 12's we went into the season with high hopes of
winning some games at least. Our hopes were soon dashed as we realised that we
were playing mostly 2nd year 12’s in the other teams. With more experience and
maturity shall we say these teams started to bring home what a different competition
this year was going to be. Our boys and Veronica tried to bring together simple plays
and double plays, but with their eagerness to try to get the ball to where it should be
they made some mistakes, this unfortunately cost us dearly for most of the season.

The boys and Veronica to their credit kept turning up every week for training and
games but the rumble in the dug out was we are going to get beaten. The team kept
coming back and the scores were not a true indication of the effort that the team put
in. Most of the runs from the other teams came in at the end of the games. Our
team mums and dads kept cheering the team on but the team started to let the
losses affect their attitude.

Our pitching team which consisted of Aaron, Wayne, Jayden, Nick, Lachlan and
Junior did their best and some great stats were recorded for the boys. The fielders
had some beautiful plays and catches but it just wasn’t enough in the end. Caleb,
Jack and Wayne worked well in the right field. Tim and Isaiah were our great centre
fielders. Matthew, Alex and Nick had some great stops as catchers for the team.
Veronica and Lachlan worked well at 1st base. Matthew was great at third base. Our
batting at times let us down as well but by the end of the season the boys and
Veronica were hitting if not great hits they were at least getting bat to the ball. The
end of the year was approaching fast and not a single game won. On the last club
game for the year before xmas we played Colyton St Clair and this was our best
game ever. The team started to bring together some of the skills that we had been
telling them they had and their confidence started to build through the game. The
game was a draw and the most excited people that day were the parents who were
still on a high that same afternoon. The coaches were confident that the new year
games would be a lot different to the previous games and oh boy they were right.

Our team has grown and matured into a great team and the scores are now a better
reflection on how much the boys and Veronica have learnt. | now look at the boys
when they go into bat and see the confidence they have gained over the season
especially Tim who used to stay well back from the plate and even step back when
the ball came towards him, but now steps confidently to the plate and has a go. The
team can also say they understand what is expected of them in the dug out as well.

To all the team | say thank-you for learning and listening at least some of the time
and to the parents THANK YOU for cheering and letting the team know that “THEY
CAN” See you all next season.

Anne Martin
Manager
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This season started off with a bang after initial registration numbers equaling three teams,
then we had a major disaster. We lost some players in the under 12 ranks and left to join
another club, this alone gave the committee a major headache as we had all these players
and juggling a team roster with large numbers usually means parents asking a lot of
guestions about why is my child sitting off so much. Thankfully this did not happen.

All | can say is a very big thank you to all the grownups who had so much patience &
understanding for what we as coaches had to endure.

Anyways, enough of that & lets get to the nitty gritty.

These players were brilliant. My first initial thoughts were we would be lucky to get an out all
season let alone a win. Ha, they proved me wrong on the very first game. All the players
listened, learnt and applied everything they were taught, well done to each and everyone of
you.

Okay now for the individual reports on all the players in any old order. And as in the tradition
of baseball; no player shall be called by their real name, only nicknames from hereon in.

Princess — With your pitching, it is mechanically perfect, however your control still needs a bit
of help and congratulations on scoring our only home run for the season, well done.

Benl10 — Our K2 king. Always looking for that big slog and if you had to pay for every k2 mate,
you'd be broke. Head down, watch the ball come off the bat and you'll be fine.

Wills — Unfortunately you didn’t get a batting average this year, however it was your first
season to play baseball ever, bit more hand-eye co-ordination and you'll be able to hit the ball
just like in training. When you did get on base you did show these older players how to steal
bases.

Loges —When | put you on to pitch, even in the warm up you’'d make my glove snap. Come
time to pitch, you were too worried about your aim. To quote from Bull Durham “Don't think,
throw, Meat.” Your fielding average was unbelievable, well done.

Katie — Still got that infectious smile, swings the bat better then most men. Batting average
was a little bit low but you were there, week in, week out, to inspire these boys and show
them how to play baseball.

Spider — When we first starting pitching you, you were a bit erratic, but come good towards
the end. I'm sure if the pitch restrictions were a bit higher, I'd have you pitch a lot more.

Shep — Weren't you our little surprise of the year. Put you on first base for the first game and
come up with two magnificent outs. Then we worked on your batting, and can’t our big thing
hit the ball really well now? Plus with your blinding pace you managed to steal 16 bases.
Great job buddy.

Shorty — As expected, Mr. Consistent is back on the field. You can now truly say that you are
a utility player, whether it be pitcher, catcher, infield or outfield you can do it all and you can
do it well, even to your dads surprise when we put you in at catcher on that hot day.

Tom — Our bionic player. At training or warm up, you could do it all. Throw, catch and hit the
ball well, come game time, not so well. Little bit more practice and patience and I'm sure you'll
do really well at this sport.



Louie — Still need to work on your batting, but mate don’t you do great at catching! You've got
great hustle to get the balls that go behind you and this comes from other coaches that we
played against. Keep up the good work mate.

Yoda — As you are the coaches son, this is difficult to write as everybody knows you were
shown no favouritism by the coach. This player never got any praise from the head coach but
when you get feedback from other coaches, umpires and officials ‘that he was a leader, an
inspiration to the other kids in the team’ it makes me proud as your dad.

Special thank you to the following people as well.

Blg Show — You know why.
Juan — For stepping in at first base as a coach and for your help at training.
Mrs. B — For being the manager and keeping the kids in line. Plus for also keeping Shep
awake on the field.
Kim — For your great work with the colouring-in pencils.
Paul Costi — For not giggling too much at the steal signal at your first ever baseball
coaching experience.
Karen Costi — As our fill-in manager when Mrs. B wasn't available.
Beck — You said you wanted to be mentioned for something.
Jake — For your assistance at training.

And finally to all the grown ups for all their support and understanding throughout the season.

WELL DONE TEAM DRONGO!
(private joke )
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The 08/09 season began with a team made up of representative players, new &

existing club players and those who had never played before. The first challenge was
to get all to work together as a team and put experience or inexperience aside.

The team started the season getting to know each other and thanks goes to Christian
and Bec for Coaching and managing the team in the initial few weeks, until Rhys
Callaghan returned from his TAFE studies in Tamworth and coached the team for the
remainder of the season. The biggest challenge was learning the rules of baseball
and communicating the required plays and this was a learning curve for all right
through to the end of the season.

The season gave mixed results but with only 4 teams in the pool it was always going
to be a challenge to rise to the top playing the likes of Kemps Creek, Penrith and
Sydney Boomers. We walked away with a few wins, a few close ones and some
losses. The team was still playing for a spot in the playoff’s right up until the last 2
games of the season which is a great achievement.

Thanks also go out to Richard & Jake Robinson for their assistance with coaching
throughout the season — the kids enjoyed their input (especially the drinks & icy poles
supplied by Richard) and learnt that it's not about winning but how you play as a
team to get the results.

Thanks to all the parents for getting the kids to training each week, especially those
who were there week in week out. Thanks to Larry for Managing the team and Kerry
for scoring each week no matter where we played.

Jodie Wootton
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The 16s started full of confidence in September with a 13 man roster, new coaches
and a desire to go one better. By the end of the regular season, they were crowned
minor premiers with a record of 11-2 and a full head of steam into the semi finals.

During the season, the Blues dominated most opponents, despite being hampered
by the every pressing restrictions and calls for representative duty. Six of the team
were regularly involved in Sunday Youth League for Greater Western and of those,
three played state AA baseball (two for NSW and one for ACT) in January.

In the finals, the 16s won through to the Grand Final in week one with an emphatic
semi final win, giving them a week off. In the Grand final, they took on the free
scoring Penrith side and in a tense and at times terse match were unfortunately
pipped at the post.

As minor premiers, the 16s earned the right to compete in Baseball NSW'’s
Champion of Champions tournament.

Many of the boys now move to senior ball — we wish them well.
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Registration details for 2009/10

Subject to confirmation, the 2009/10 season will commence about Saturday 6
September 2009 and will run through until late March 2010.

To register with the Blues, players must have the following important items:

- a parent or guardian with a current Rooty Hill RSL Club membership
- acompleted Baseball Club registration form
- acompleted Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club membership form

Please note that the Baseball Club cannot accept a registration for any junior
player without a parent or guardian holding a current Rooty Hill RSL
membership. RSL Club membership must be sighted by the Baseball Club
committee before registration can be accepted. This is a requirement of the
Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club and is important for insurance purposes. Senior
players must also have RSL Club membership. If these conditions are not
met, the player cannot participate in games involving the Blues.

RSL Club membership can be obtained for one year or three years at the
reception desk.

The Blues will conduct registration days in July and early August. Fees for
the new season will be announced following the club’s Annual General
Meeting in May.



-- Club rego form --



Youth Club Form



Dates for your Calendar

April

Sunday 19 Rooty Hill RSL ANZAC March

May

Monday 18 Rooty Hill Baseball Annual General Meeting
July

Sunday 13 (tbc) Rooty Hill Baseball Registration ++
Sunday 20 (tbc) Rooty Hill Baseball Registration ++
Sunday 27 (tbc) Rooty Hill Baseball Registration ++

August

Wednesday 5 Pre Season Training, PvH
Wednesday 12 Pre Season Training, PvH
Wednesday 19 Pre Season Training, PvH
Wednesday 26 Pre Season Training, PVH

September
Wednesday 2 Pre Season Training, PVH
Saturday 5 Start of 2009/10 Season ++

** VVenue To Be Announced - watch www.rootyhillbaseball.com for more
details
++ Date To Be Confirmed — watch www.rootyhillbaseball.com for more details




