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Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club 
Committee 2007/08 

 
 
President     Richard Robertson 
Vice President    Kim Robertson 
Secretary     David Flaxman 
Treasurer     Steven Baker 
Registrar     Colin Jeffrey 
Uniform / Equipment  Kylie Menouhos 
Canteen    Robyn Baker, Leah Flaxman 
Umpires Coordinator   Phil Larkin 
Grounds Coordinators   Ben Irmisch, Michael Wilcox, Colin Jeffrey 
Publicity    David Flaxman 
Delegates 
 Greater Western   Kim Robertson 
 Youth Club    Colin Jeffrey 
 
 
Special thanks to Graeme Banks, Gloria King, Nadja Hopman and Alan King of the Rooty Hill 

RSL Youth Club for all of their assistance in the past year 
 
 
 

 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Rooty Hill RSL Yo uth Baseball Club will be held at 
the Rooty Hill RSL Club on Monday 21 May 2008, comm encing 8.00 pm 

 
Order of Business: 

1. Presentation of minutes from the Annual General Meeting, 14 May 2007 
2. Presentation of Presidents Report for 2007/08 
3. Presentation of Treasurers Report and annual financial statement for 2007/08 
4. Election of Committee for 2008/09 
5. General Business 
 
Written nominations for positions on the Committee are to be received by the Secretary by the 
general meeting to be held Monday 21 April 2008 at the Rooty Hill RSL Club.   Further 
information can be obtained by contacting 0418 758 937, by e-mail at  
secretary@rootyhillbaseball.com or at the website www.rootyhillbaseball.com  

 



APPLICATION FOR POSITION ON THE  

2008/09 BASEBALL COMMITTEE 
 
I wish to apply for the following position(s) on the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club 
Committee at the Annual General Meeting, to be conducted at the Rooty Hill RSL Club on 
Monday 19 May 2008 
 
 

 President 
 Vice President 
 Secretary 
 Assistant Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Assistant Treasurer 
 Registrar 
 Publicity Officer 
 Umpires Co-Ordinator 
 Grounds Co-Ordinator 
 Equipment Officer 
 Uniform Officer 
 Canteen Co-Ordinator 
 Delegate to Greater Western Baseball Association 
 Delegate to Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club 

 
 
I understand that as a Committee Member I must be a current, fully financial member of the 
Rooty Hill RSL Club Ltd, obtain membership of the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club and provide a 
Working With Children Declaration. 
 
I agree to abide by the code of conduct and ethics as set down by the Rooty Hill RSL Youth 
Club. 
 
Nominee: _________________ Signature ___________________ 
 
Proposed by:  _________________ Signature ___________________ 
 
Seconded by: _________________ Signature ___________________ 
 
 

WRITTEN NOMINATIONS ARE TO BE RECEIVED BY THE SECRE TARY BY THE 
GENERAL MEETING TO BE HELD MONDAY 21 APRIL 2008. 
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      Bob Jane Mt Druitt   Westpac Business Banking  
 

 
Jamberoo Action Park 

   
Fairfield City Farm    Bakers Delight Plumpton      Jaycar Penrith 
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Hoyts Blacktown   McDonalds Mt Druitt 
 

        



 
 

2008 ANZAC March and Service 
 

The 2008 Rooty Hill RSL ANZAC March and Service will be conducted 
as follows: 

 
Date: Sunday 20 April 2008 

Time: 2.30 pm (meet at 2.00 pm) 
Meeting point: Westminster Street, Rooty Hill 

 
The march will start at Westminster Street and continue along Rooty 
Hill Rd North and Sherbrooke Street for approximately 1 km to the 

memorial in front of the RSL Club.   
 

A memorial service will be conducted at the RSL following the march. 
 

The Blues will march behind the Baseball Club banner as a division of 
the Youth Club.  Club shirts will be provided to marchers. 

 
Please come and support this march and the diggers who gave and 

continue to give in service to Australia. 
 

Lest we forget. 
 
 

 



President’s Report 
 
I would like to say THANK YOU to the committee and to the club members for making me most 
welcome as this my first year as President of Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club. 
 
I have had many years experience within baseball having first played the game as a Teeballer when I 
was 5 yrs old. I have played at the representative level as a junior within the Cumberland Association 
and have had vast experience as a junior coach at club Level with GWBA and  State Cup level  in 
Cumberland. 
 
I have been pleased to be able to share my knowledge both as a coach and a Committee member this 
year. 
 
And I hope to do so for many years to come. 
 
With the assistance of a wonderful committee we have seen some changes the past year - changes 
that have benefited the club and will do so in years to come. 
 
This year we have implemented a “Coaches Award” this was for the player who was most consistent in 
attitude at training and games- the player who played to the best potential. The “most improved” award 
is self explanatory. 
 
In future years we hope to add “Players player” and maybe even “specialist” awards. 
 
Congratulations to ALL the representative players from the Rookie Cup (u/10s) right through to the 
Youth League (u/16s) This year we had a total of 19 rep players. It just goes to show what training and 
dedication can do. 
  
With the introduction of Little League next season the representative ages and opportunities will be 
different. At time of this report the age matrix was not available but you will be notified in the very near 
future. 
 
The canteen was very successful this year and an extra big thank you to Robyn Baker and Leah 
Flaxman as canteen co-ordinators. Thank you also to the volunteers who gave of their time. I would like 
to ask that ALL parents/guardians get in next season and give a hand when its your teams turn. Not 
just rely on the same people each time. The canteen is our main source of revenue and we need the 
support to run a successful canteen. 
 
Thank you also to Phil Larkin for the tireless and often thankless job of Umpire Co-ordinator. Thank you 
also to the players and parents and coaches and ex players who umpired throughout the season. It 
helped make the coaches job that much easier. 
 
I would like to remind all coaches, players, parents/guardians and spectators of Rooty Hill RSL Youth 
Baseball Club sports rage policy. This can be found on the website at www.rootyhillbaseball.com. 
Thanks to Dave Flaxman for keeping this site up to date with relevant information. 
 
Once again thank you to all. If you have any questions about the club, committee etc please don’t 
hesitate to ask. 
 
Regards 
 
Richard Robertson 
President 



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club  
Perpetual Award Winners 
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1997/98 Joan Brown 
1998/99 Matthew Brown 
1999/00 George Ward 
2000/01 Rosemary Nash 
2001/02 Greg Scott 
2002/03 Jimmima Tilini 
2003/04 Ken Edwards 
2004/05 Jenny Warner 
2005/06 David Flaxman 
2006/07 Kylie Menouhos 

	
	

	
	

��������	���
	����	������	�����	
��������	��	
�����	��	��������	���
	��	�����	

	 	
2000/01 Jenny Warner 
2001/02 Rod Woolard and Under 14 Div 1 
2002/03 Gary Ward 
2003/04 Glen and Donna Sanders 
2004/05 Ricardo de Ubago 
2005/06 Ben Irmisch and Leanne Sadler 
2006/07 Phil Larkin 



Secretary’s Report 
 
Well, another season has come and gone.  Despite the long gaps caused by rain and the summer 
holiday break, the club certainly crammed in quite a bit in the past twelve months. 
 
The past year has been a big milestone for Rooty Hill.  Many of the former committee, including many 
who were instrumental in founding and establishing the club, moved on after many years of excellent 
service.  In their place came a committee with a new level of enthusiasm and an equal level of 
commitment to make Rooty Hill the best club in the Association. New members such as Richard 
Robertson (President), Steve Baker (Treasurer) and Kylie Menouhos (Uniform / Equipment) joined 
former committee members Kim Robertson (Vice President and GWBA Delegate), Colin Jeffery 
(Registrar and Youth Club Delegate), Phil Larkin (Umpires), Ben Irmisch (Grounds) and yours truly.  
Running a committee is a time and effort consuming task and I thank all of my colleagues for their 
efforts this year. 
 
I would like to especially thank two groups of people without who the club would have been so much 
poorer this year.  The canteen committee of Robyn and Steve Baker and Leah Flaxman did a 
sensational job and was the financial mainstay of our club.  Likewise the grounds crew of Ben Irmisch, 
Michael Wilcox and Colin Jeffery ensured our diamonds were presented in as good a shape as 
possible right throughout the season. 
 
I would like to thank each and every one of the coaches, managers, scorers and umpires who did their 
bit this year.  Every one of these people worked in a voluntary capacity and sometime in tough 
conditions.  It is so easy to sit back and be critical of people and the decisions they make, without ever 
appreciating the many hours of effort they put in.  In particular, our coaches on average gave up 
approximately four to five hours per week for training and game time and even more away from the 
diamond in team preparation and game planning.  Our umpires and scorers sacrifice the opportunity to 
sit back and watch in order to ensure the game can be played.  Our managers spend time organising 
the dugouts and making sure our kids get on the diamond in the right order.  Without these people, 
there are no games and no club.   
 
Elsewhere in this yearbook there will be stories about individual teams and their players.  The players 
are why our club exists and, whilst we were down in number for the past junior season, there was no 
shortage of heart.  Rooty Hill fielded nine teams, four of whom made semi finals and three of which 
made finals.  While there were no grand finalists this year, our club has a platform from which we can 
certainly compete against the best the Association has to offer in the future.   
 
Rooty Hill provided 19 representative players this season, including three who travelled to St Louis, 
USA with the NSW Junior Baseball league.  All are recognised elsewhere in this yearbook and are to 
be congratulated on their efforts.  Special mention must go to former Rooty Hill juniors Todd van 
Steensel and Grant Piccoli, who represented NSW AA in the Under 18s Championships in Perth in 
January.  NSW finished runner up in the tournament, but not before Todd in particular impressed keen 
judges and won a minor league contract with the Philadelphia Phillies organisation in the US.  Both 
boys are examples of what hard work and dedication can do and should serve as an inspiration to our 
up and coming juniors. 
 
Our club has also excelled in major events organisation this season.  For the first time, PvH played host 
to a round of the Association Cup (Greater Western vs Ryde-Hornsby).  In March, the club hosted the 
Under 10 Rookie Cup Tournament, with teams from Cronulla and Bankstown competing and six of our 
own players involved.  Both days were huge successes and bode well for future events to be hosted by 
our club.  I must thank the volunteers who assisted at both events and did such a great job from 
umpiring, ground preparation and canteen.  Special mention goes to our juniors who involved 
themselves in raffle sales. 
 



Of concern to me as Secretary this year was a number of unsavory incidents involving parents, umpires 
and coaches.  It is my mission to ensure that Rooty Hill plays fair first and foremost, and the club will be 
implementing sports rage strategies in the next twelve months to ensure that our players and officials 
are treated with fairness and respect.  We are never going to always agree with the umpire (especially 
at away grounds) and sadly there will always be those who think they are bigger than the game.  The 
key thing to remember is that we are all here for the players – the children – who are learning and 
hopefully enjoying their chosen sport.  Like the slogan says – be a sport, just support. 
 
And so to the future.  Greater Western adopts the ABF age matrix for Little League in 2008/09 and it 
will significantly change our age structure.  The 12s competition will be replace by a little league 
competition involving 10, 11 and 12 year old players and there are likely to be changes to the 14s and 
16s competitions as we know them.  All of this will be revealed in due course.   
 
I hope everyone managed to get something out of the season and hope that we see everyone back for 
a better, brighter and hopefully more fun year next year. 
 
 
Dave Flaxman 
Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Representative Players 
 

NSWJBL Tour Under 15s to St Louis, Missouri USA 
Drew KEATING   
Joel O'KEEFFE   
Colin TILINI 

 
GWBA U16 Sydney Championship  
Drew KEATING   
Benjamin MARTIN   
Joel O'KEEFFE   
Colin TILINI    
Shane WOODLAND  

 
GWBA U14 Sydney Championship 
Matthew EVANS   

  
GWBA U14 Association Cup 
Corey GARCIA   
Andrew JEFFREY  
Shaun  CAMERON  

 
GWBA U12 Sydney Championship 

 Aaron BAKER  
Wade O'BRIEN 

 
GWBA U12 Association Cup 
Junior LUAMANUVAE 

 
GWBA U12 Coasties Cup  
Aaron BAKER  
Wade O'BRIEN 

 
GWBA U10 Rookie Cup 
Veronica BESARRA 
Matthew GREEN  
Lachlan KENNY  
Nicholas MARTIN   
Jayden NEWELL    
Isaiah TIEDERMANN-HOWELL  

 
Special Mention to Former Players 

NSW U19 National Championships 
Grant Piccoli, Todd van Steensel 
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Long Service Awards  
 

Congratulations to the following people who have ma intained continuous 
involvement with the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club 

 
5 Year Pins 

Aaron Baker 
Rhys Callaghan 
Emily Flaxman 
Jack Flaxman 

Andrew Jeffrey 
Wayne Jeffrey 
Damon Nixon 
Wade O'Brien 

Shaquiol Rhind 
Daniel Robertson 

Max Ward 

 
 

10 Year Pins 
George Ward  

 
 
 

 



Under 7 Blue 
 

The season finished as quick as it started, we played a lot of good teams and came out on top 
more often then not. All players exceeded my expectations ranging from Liam’s constant home 
run hits, Aiden’s consistency at first base, Courtney’s love for catching, Dylan’s development in 
both hitting & catching the ball, Aaron’s ability to work out he should be batting left handed, 
Lachlan’s skill in catching the ball between his knees rather than in his mitt (you can’t teach 
this skill), Jarom’s batting and catching has developed over the season, Terii’s bit hitting 
continued to advance runners, Brock’s maturity in playing in positions, which he is not 
accustomed to really shone through, Although Lachlain can be a bit of a show pony, his ability 
/ knowledge of the game really paid off when he initiated a triple play. 
 
A special mention to all the players from U7 Blue & U7 Gold who were successful in coming 
second at the U7’s Gala Day held on 16 December 2007. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you to the parents / grandparents who assisted 
with coaching and ongoing support throughout the season. Special thanks to my wife who 
scored even though being heavily pregnant! 
 
Noel Foad 

 
 
 



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 7 Blue – 2 007/08 
Jarom Barrientos 

Liam Devaney 
Brock Eyre-Nixon 

Lachlain Foad 
Courtney Hanson 

Aaron Lowe 
Dylan Martin 

Lachlan Shankelton 
Aiden Stopps 

Terii Taia 
 

Coach: Noel Foad        Scorer: Tammie Foad 
Manager:  Liz Stopps 

 



Under 7 Gold 
We started off the season with 9 players, but after a few rounds we got a new player which was great. 
The names of my team are 
 Maddalyn   Victoria   Angel   Drew 
 Mark    Braidyn   Jole   Ryan  
     Na’a    Hayden 
 
During the first training session my goal was to teach them all to throw the ball properly, the next 
session was to teach everyone to field the ball and next how to hit the ball.  I was very surprised at how 
quickly they all picked up these skills (May I add – they did not always put them into action on game 
days – but that’s the way the cookie crumbles).  
 
Both squads trained together (U7 Blue and Gold) which was a very brave thing for the coaches to do as 
everything hinged on what kind of day the children had. We all got through without too much pain.  My 
fellow coach Noel always seemed to get the best out of the players. 
 
On game day the most asked questions were:- “Is it nearly over yet?”  “Did we win?” “Can I be pitcher?”  
“Who gets the trophy?” and “It’s too hot”.  My replies were “Yes”, “No”, Next dig” “Later” and “Yes”. 
 
We won a few, lost a few and drew a few but I really enjoyed coaching these guys. 
 
Our end of season bowling night was a real hoot. Imagine an 8-10kilo ball in the hands of a 5kilo kid!!!!   
Some let the ball go late, some put holes in the floor and some nearly went down the alley with the ball 
(and that was the coach).  All in all it was a great end to the season and everybody had a great time. 
 
I would like to say a big thank you to all the parents for getting the children to training and the games.  
Thank you also to everyone who helped out at training and scored. To my manager Andrew, my 
assistant coach Steve and last but certainly NOT least my players thank you all for a fun and enjoyable 
season.  
 
Hope to see you all next season 
 
Yours in baseball 
George 



 

Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 7 Blue – 2 007/08 
Victoria Anae 

Braidyn Duroux 
Maddalyn Duroux 

Ryan Flaxman 
Jole Green 

Angel Halvorson 
Hayden Kennedy 

Mark Knappe 
Sione Na'a Lemoto 

Drew Lloyd 
Coach: George Ward      Assistant Coach: Steve Hayden 
Manager:  Andrew Kleinz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Under 9 
From the start, all the under 9 boys gave 100% effort. The team were particularly strong in the batting 
department. The season started off slowly as we had only a few boys that had played before. Only two 
boys were actually U9, the rest were U8 and even one U7. With only one training session before the 
season started and an inexperienced coach, we were pretty much up against it. In our opening game 
the boys played well. They held their own in the first half of the game against Kemps Creek. However, 
some excellent fielding by the opposition was eventually the difference and we went down in a high 
scoring game18-34. 
 
The boys steadily improved as the season went on. There was excellent attendance and participation 
at our training sessions. We held our own in most games but our fielding let us down at crucial times. 
Although in round 3 we pulled off a rare triple play against the Boomers. This had all the parents on 
their feet cheering.  
 
Then in round six everything seemed to fall into place. We pulled off our first win for the season. Due to 
some incredible fielding by all and safe catching at first base, we had a 21-17 win over Penrith. 
 
The win lifted all the boys, as well as the coach, manager and parents. The enthusiasm in the next 
round was evident as we again pulled off another victory. With great batting by all and a spectacular 
catch in the out-field, by Bailey Green, we beat St Marys 30-23. 
 
Unfortunately the next round for us was a bye and then a washout and the winning streak had come to 
an end. 
 
For the remainder of the season the boys put in some great performances. However, at times we just 
couldn’t put it altogether and unfortunately results didn’t go our way. 
 
Thanks to all the boys for their efforts throughout the season. I look forward to seeing you all grow into 
great ball players of the future. 
 
I also would like to thank all the parents for their great support in helping Donna and myself during the 
season. Their help with third base coaching and keeping the boys in batting order was invaluable. We 
couldn’t have done it without you. 
 
Coach:  Lindsay Salt  Scorer/Manager:  Donna Salt 

 



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 9 – 2007/0 8 
Isaac Besarra 
Bailey Green 

Bailey Halvorson 
Byron Lloyd 
Ethan Love 

James Robinson 
Hayden Salt 
Justin Salt 

Brendyn Williams 
Coach: Lindsay Salt      Scorer/Manager: Donna Salt  
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 Under 10 Blue 
 
Under 10 Blue's started the season with only a few kids which had played before and a lot of 
kids who had not played at all. 
  
The beginning of the season was a bit rough as they all began to mingle and get to now each 
others strengths and capabilities. Once this happened everything turned around, they all knew 
what the other was doing and threw to the right people and their hits went from small infield 
hits to excellent outfield hits making two baggers and sometimes 3 baggers and home runs! 
  
Not only did they impress their parents they shocked me and showed me how great they really 
were. 
  
Continual training and 110% effort from each child saw them threw to finals. They played every 
game as if it where their last and not only played the game but they had fun, where 
enthusiastic and made it 
enjoyable for me. 
 
I would not ask for a better team. 
Thank you Shenae, Kirsty Lee, 
Jaidyn, Zac, Caleb, Joshua, 
Isaiah, Mitchell, Logan and Tiana 
for a great season and for 
proving what excellent 
baseballers you are. Thanks to all 
the parents for bringing their kids 
every week and assisting me 
when I needed the extra help, it 
was greatly appreciated and I 
look forward to seeing you all 
back next year! 
 
Vanlea 
 

�
�

Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 10 Blue – 2007/08 
Mitchell Guthrie 

Kirsty-Lee Herring 
Jaidyn Newell 
Zackery Nixon 
Caleb Phillips 

Tiana Stenschke 
Isaiah Tiederman-Howell 

Shenae Williams 
Logan Woodcock  

Joshua Young 
Coach: Vanlea Mathews      Assistant Coach: Jason Newell 
Manager: Kasey Williams      Scorer: Charmaine Robbins
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Under 10 Gold 
The season has come and past and it only feels like yesterday when I first welcomed the new "kids" to 
the team and welcomed old ones back. There isn't much I can say about this season. The things that I 
want to say will no doubt be censored because of little children reading it. 
  
However, I will say this. We did bloody awesome. The new players adapted really well and the players 
from last season shined. The batting was excellent. The fielding was excellent. The team spirit however 
was outstanding. It was fantastic to take the field with a bright bunch of kids who were eager to play 
and just happy to be there. The support from the parents was overwhelming as well. Never have I seen 
parents so eager for their child's game. I'd especially like to thank Nanna Kenny and Mrs Kenny for 
their outstanding support over the time.  
  
I guess I'm supposed to keep this brief but it is just so darn hard when all the kids deserve their own 
little spotlight.  
  
I mentioned before that we had some new victims---arrivals to the team. Justin Costello, and Kaitlyn 
Browns' cousin Denzel Harvey. Who'd have thought that these players would become excellent 
players?! 
  
Now the time comes to individually congratulate our wonderful players. In batting order no less! 
  
Daniel:.. Yoda, Yoda, Yoda. What can I say about you? You give your brother hell off the field, but on 
the field you switch on. You are by far the biggest brat I've ever coached and one of the best catchers I 
can hope to coach. Just work on your balance a bit more and you're set for life kiddo.  
  
Justin: Shorty! You're one of the biggest joys to coach. Your enthusiasm both on and off the diamond is 
contagious. You're excellent at pitcher, you feel confident in your ability to both throw a ball and catch 
one. You've improved a lot from the beginning. Hope to see you back next year. 
  
Lachlan: What can't I say about you Lachlan? You're so passionate about this game, it blows both Jake 
and Coach away. A word of advice; SMILE! You shouldn't beat yourself up when you make a mistake. 
Heck, most of the mistakes you make, you more than make up for it with that superb arm of yours! 
Smile more, be confident in yourself and you'll love the results.  
  
Nick: Nick, Nick, Nick. You're a great little kid, a pleasure to coach. But. You beat yourself up too bad 
when you error. Chin up, soldier on. You mustn't beat yourself up for striking out. It happens to the best 
of us. Your fielding is excellent. Just remember this: Head down, arms back, two hands, small step. 
Remember those tips and you're set. 
  
Alex: Who'd have thought that putting you in catcher might have been a brilliant idea? You're an eager 
little kid that is distracted easily by things around you, but put you on the spot and you excel. You're a 
quick little bugger and that speed gives you an advantage over the others with base running.  
 
Kaitlyn: You're just a little ray of sunshine aren't you? Your wide smile is contagious and makes even 
Coach smile. When you step up to the plate, your smile is so wide. Your heart for the sport is absolutely 
wonderful. Hope you come back next year dearie! We've got some surprises up our sleeves for you. Oh 
and pull your pants up! 
  
Matthew: Yoshi! You're a great kid and a pleasure to coach. You listen well, you act well and you play 
well. You just need to work a little on your batting. Remember, little steps. Little! I hope you come back 
next season, we need you bud! 
  



Veronica: You sure know how to show the boys how to bat! Not once have I seen a sloppy hit from you 
that you can outrun. You're an excellent first-baseman and I can't wait to get you back next season so 
we can teach you some more tricks. And no, I don't mean by going into catcher so you can relax. 
  
Jack: Our little hypochondriac. You're a great kid, a great player with a great mouth. Your voice almost 
matches our foghorn! But you've got a long ways to go before you can beat Coach and Jake. Seriously 
dude, you're a great player and we eagerly await your return to next season. 
  
Denzel: Chicken Little! You little champion! It's been an absolute joy to coach you. Sure you came later 
in the season, but you sure learnt really quickly! You've just got to remember not to duck under the ball 
as you swing. Keep that in mind and the improvements will come quicker and quicker. 

 
Jake 

 

 
 

Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 10 Gold – 2007/08 
Alex Baker 

Veronica Besarra 
Kaitlyn Brown 
Justin Costello 
Jack Flaxman 

Matthew Green 
Denzel Harvey 
Lachlan Kenny 
Nicholas Martin 

Daniel Robertson 
 

Coach: Jake Robertson     Assistant Coach: Richard Robertson 
Manager: Stephen Kenny     Scorer: Kim Robertson 
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Under 12 Div 1 
Luck was not often on our side this season, with our team leading until the very end in most 
games, thanks to some powerhouse pitching from Wade. We have some great 1st year close-
out pitchers developing nicely, with BJ, Aaron, Junior, Hayden & Wayne used at various 
stages throughout the year.  Wayne especially impressed us all with his accurate pitching 
toward the end of the season.  
 
Once again, Wade excelled in the hitting department, with some cracking hits to the outfield, 
usually past the cones for a two bagger.  All players showed tremendous improvement in the 
hitting department, but we must learn to obey the coach’s signals when at bat. 
 
Overall our fielding was good, with Aaron, Leah, Reece, Dylan, Corey, Wayne, Wade, BJ and 
Hayden all doing well. Great catching by Chris and Junior.  
 
Training was hampered by the Little League competition, but this added experience should 
work in our favour in the 2008/2009 competition. 
 
A big thanks to our very experienced coaches in Ken & Pete, thanks also to our manager 
Gemma and Hootie for all her help with the white sheet. 
 
Hope to see you all next spring. 
 
Steve Baker 
Scorer 

 



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 12 Div 1– 2007/08 
Aaron Baker 
Dylan Currey 
Hayden Davis 

Christopher Jeffrey 
Wayne Jeffrey 

Leah Jewell 
Junior Luamanuvae 

Reece Nixon 
Wade O'Brien 

Corey Stenschke 
Joshua Tempest 

 
Coach: Ken Warner     Assistant Coach: Peter Thurbon 
Manager: Gemma Currey     Scorer: Steven Baker 
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Under 12 Div 2 
2007/08 saw a change to our team from the previous two years.  A couple of our players moved up to 
Division 1 and we picked up a few new players along the way.  In all, 13 players pulled on the Blue cap 
to represent the 12/2s. 
 
With new Head Coach Meno, the start to the season was exceptional.  An away win against McKillop 
was the perfect beginning and came with all sorts of surprises for the coaching crew.  A draw in round 
two kept the hope that the team could be in for a big season, and a couple of close losses kept hopes 
up for semis.  It was unfortunate however that rain cruelled any momentum the team might have 
established. 
 
As always, the season unearthed talents in all of our players.  Jaiden – “Nugget” – was a revelation on 
the mound and became a solid starting pitcher as the season wore on.  “Braddles” also chanced his 
arm with mixed success through the season, as did Timmy, whose experience at Little League was a 
bonus.  Braydon made the space behind the plate his own, becoming more and more confident as 
catcher with every outing.  “Scruffy” Flax’s body-on-the-line fielding and interesting attempts at sliding 
were appreciated, while the greatly reduced strike zone of “Six Foot Livvy” had her in scoring positions 
regularly.  The Two Mitchell’s never gave up all season and gave their best in whatever position they 
were asked – both got some solid hits toward the end of the season.  Dylan was the quiet achiever 
proving he could handle the ball, the bat and the mitt.  Kiriti proved that a little ball could go a long way 
when she connected and Lewis managed some important steals as the season progress.  Chris never 
came without a smile and was a handy back up pitcher with his “donkey drops” surprising many batters.  
Unfortunately we lost Tyson early in the season, but he was also an important part of our team when he 
was there. 
 
The Blues were not the best team skill wise, and certainly finished in the wrong part of the table, but for 
effort and heart they were definitely finalists in any competition.  In a season when both the coaches 
and players were attempting to learn a new mode of play, and were hampered by several weather 
interruptions, the team adapted really well.  But for a few runs here and the odd error there (including 
coaches errors for both bases!), we may have been contenders. 
 
Thanks to all the parents who supported the players this season – without you, the players don’t get to 
player.  Thanks especially to Kerrie Soward, our wonderful scorer, Kylie Menouhos and Maree 
Bullimore who handled the managers responsibilities, and Jaiden’s dad David who assisted at training 
and on game day.  Your help was most appreciated.   
 
2008/09 will see a change in how the game is played in Greater Western with Little League.  The team 
as we had it this year will change, both due to age group changes and players moving on.  We hope to 
see everyone back and playing our great game.  For those who have other plans, thanks for your 
efforts and good luck with your future pursuits.  For those coming back, thanks again and see you on 
the diamond next year. 
 
All the best 
 
Meno and Flaxy 
 



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 12 Div 2 –  2007/08 
 

Mitchell Bullimore 
Emily Flaxman 
Braydon Green 
Jaiden Harris 
Tyson Kake 

Lewis McLauth 
Bradley Menouhos 
Christopher Moore 

Olivia Morales 
Timothy Portelli 
Dylan Soward 

Mitchell Stopps 
Kiriti Taia 

 
 
Coach: Richard Menouhos    Assistant Coach: David Flaxman 
Manager: Kylie Menouhos     Scorer: Kerrie Soward 
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Under 14 Div 1 
This season we had the pleasure of coaching the Rooty Hill Under 14's side. 
  
With the season not starting in the ideal fashion, with players and coaches only getting the opportunity 
to meet half an hour before the first game, things could have deteriorated rather quickly. Instead it was 
quite the opposite. 
  
Using the eanie meanie miney mo method of selecting fielding positions for this first game, we were not 
overly confident of our chances of success against a Penrith side boasting no less then 7 Greater 
Western representative players. Our opposition had plans to annihilate us. Our Under 14's, as we were 
to learn rather quickly, gave little recognition of stereo types and expectations placed upon them. Not 
only did they give a good showing of themselves in this game they WON. 
  
This was not only a wake up call to our opposition but to ourselves and all other teams in our 
competition. We were a team not to be messed with.  
  
With several of our players redefining the definition of a small strike zone, teams often underestimated 
us. They did this at their own peril. Our players constantly punched above their weight and with 2 
games remaining had locked up a top 4 spot. It was on several occasions that parents were heard 
discussing whether our players were playing in the correct age group due to the physical characteristics 
of some of the other teams players. 
  
Once again, it did not faze our boys. They did themselves, their parents and their club proud every time 
they took the diamond. They displayed some good skills and teamwork. They are becoming fine young 
baseballers. More importantly than that, they showed that they were great people. 
  
Not having to be concerned with players not getting along and fighting, our biggest challenge as 
coaches was to keep the boys attention off the female soccer players training at the other end of the 
field. In this regard, we were more often then not unsuccessful. It's amazing how quickly a batted ball 
whizzing past your ear gets your attention back on the game (at least for a couple of minutes anyway). I 
have never seen players so keen to chase stray balls which go over their heads. 
  
With one game remaining we are in 3rd place 6 Wins - 5 Losses and 1 Draw and have secured 3rd 
place in the standings. 
  
We give ourselves every chance of advancing all the way in the finals. 
  
It has been a pleasure to coach this team and meet these boys. 
  
Thanks to all the parents ( and family members) for their support and not allowing us to get too serious 
or argue with each other too much (and for constantly reminding us to get the boys into their playing 
tops). Special mention to Christal Maxwell, our ever reliable scorer, and to Helen Ingram for her 
excellent managerial and telephony skills. You are both life savers. 
  
Also thanks to Donna Evans and Larry Cameron for their assistance as well. 
  
GO BLUES 
  
Michael Wilcox and Ben Irmisch 



Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 14 Div 1 –  2007/08 
Shaun Cameron 
Matthew Evans 
Corey Garcia 
Corey Ingram 

Andrew Jeffrey 
Dylan Maxwell 

Myesh Moodley 
Blake Morris 
Damon Nixon 

Shaquiol Rhind 
Nathan Stenschke 

Andrew Stewart 
BJ Tempest 

 
Coach: Michale Wilcox, Ben Irmisch   Assistant Coach: Rhys Callaghan 
Manager: Helen Ingram     Scorer: Cristal Maxwell 
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Under 16 
 
 
This year the Under 16s had a disappointing end to the season. I think we all expected to 
reach the grand final after only losing to the eventual premiers during the competition round. 
Unfortunately this years competition didn’t really challenge the boys and they cruised through 
the competition until the finals. We didn’t play Mackillop at all during the season due to the bad 
timing of the rain and this hurt us as they beat us in the final. They played some great baseball 
during the season but probably left their worse game until the finals. I wish the boys well next 
year with their new coach and hope they can do one better by winning the premiership as they 
are capable of doing. I would like to thank all parents, Mark and Paul especially, for their 
support and help during the season. 
 
Phil 
 

 
 

Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Under 16 – 2007/ 08 
Braeden Callaghan 

Joshua Evans 
Drew Keating 

Benjamin Martin 
Joel O'Keeffe 

Alex Ryan 
Robert Shortland 

Sean Sperinck 
Colin Tilini 

Shane Woodland 
Mitchell Woolley 

 
Coach: Phil O’Keeffe     Assistant Coach: Mark Woodland 
Scorer: Paul Martin 
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Umpires 
 
 

 
 
 

Thanks to the following people who gave up their time to umpire our juniors in 2007/08: 
 

Rhys Callaghan 
David Flaxman 

Noel Foad 
Col Jeffrey 

Daniel Larkin 
Phil Larkin 

Ben Irmisch 
Richard Menouhos 

Ben Nash 
Blake O’Keeffe 
Joel O’Keeffe 
Phil O’Keeffe 

Jake Robertson 
Richard Robertson 

Michael Wilcox 
 



Registration details for 2008/09 
 
Subject to confirmation, the 2008/09 season will commence about Saturday 7 September 2008 
and will run through until late March 2009.   
 
To register with the Blues, players must have the following important items: 
 

- a parent or guardian with a current Rooty Hill RSL Club membership 
- a completed Baseball Club registration form  
- a completed Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club membership form  

 
Please note that the Baseball Club cannot  accept a registration for any junior player without a 
parent or guardian holding a current Rooty Hill RSL membership.  RSL Club membership 
must be sighted by the Baseball Club committee before registration can be accepted.  This is 
a requirement of the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club and is important for insurance purposes.  
Senior players must also have RSL Club membership.  If these conditions are not met, the 
player cannot participate in games involving the Blues. 
 
RSL Club membership can be obtained for 1 year or three years at the reception desk. 
 
The Blues will conduct registration days in July and early August.  Fees for the new season will 
be announced following the club’s Annual General Meeting in May. 
 



Little League and the 2008/09 Competition 
 
The Little League Age Structure will be adopted by Greater Western in 2008/09, in line with Baseball NSW 
recommendations and the competition structures of other Associations.  Little league will mean significant 
changes to the way baseball is run in this Association. 
 
What age group will I play in? 
The naming of the competitions is to be confirmed, however based on previous seasons age groups and what is 
understood about the actual little league age group, this is what can be expected: 
 
Children born between BNSW Age Group 2008/09 Using previous age structure 
1 May 2003 – 30 Apr 2004 5s Teeball  (note 1) (U7: 1 Jan 2003 – 31 Dec 2003) 
1 May 2002 – 30 Apr 2003 6s Teeball  (note 1) (U7: 1 Jan 2002 – 31 Dec 2002) 
1 May 2001 – 30 Apr 2000 7s Teeball (U8: 1 Jan 2001 – 31 Dec 2001) 
1 May 2000 – 30 Apr 2001 8s  (note 2) (U9: 1 Jan 2000 – 31 Dec 2000) 
1 May 1999 – 30 Apr 2000 9s Zooka (U10: 1 Jan 1999 – 31 Dec 1999) 
1 May 1998 – 30 Apr 1999 Little League Minor (U12: 1 Jan 1998 – 31 Dec 1998) 
1 May 1997 – 30 Apr 1998 Little League (note 3) (U12: 1 Jan 1997 – 31 Dec 1997) 
1 May 1996 – 30 Apr 1997 Little League Major (U14: 1 Jan 1996 – 31 Dec 1996) 
1 May 1995 – 30 Apr 1996 U14 Liveball (U14: 1 Jan 1995 – 31 Dec 1995) 
1 May 1994 – 30 Apr 1995 U14 Liveball (U16: 1 Jan 1994 – 31 Dec 1994) 
1 May 1993 – 30 Apr 1994 U16 Liveball (U16: 1 Jan 1993 – 31 Dec 1993) 
1 May 1992 – 30 Apr 1993 U16 Liveball (Seniors) 

 
Notes 
1. Greater Western has traditionally incorporated 5 and 6 year old players in a single non-competition league 

(i.e. Under 7).  There is no suggestion that this will change. 
2. Under the Baseball NSW matrix, 8s is listed as “Rookie Ball”.  This may be tee ball, zooka or a mixture 

depending on the individual association.  Traditionally, Greater Western have played this group as tee ball, 
however clarification is being sought prior to registration. 

3. The actual Little League competition is for players aged 10, 11 or 12.  Our current understanding of the Little 
League playing rules is that a 10 year old (under the above age range) is only eligible to play minor league, a 
12 year old is only eligible to play major league, while 11 year olds may be selected in either competition.  
How this actually applies to competition in Greater Western will be clarified before registration. 

 
Age Eligibility  
With the structure of the little league competition adjusting age eligibility, what used to be U14 and U16 effective 
becomes U17 and U15, meaning some players can actually play an additional season of junior baseball.  Under 
the old structure, players born between 1 May 1992 and 31 December 1992 would have to play seniors, but can 
now remain in junior competition.  Likewise, players born 1 January 2004 to 30 April 2004 who under the previous 
age structure would have waited until 2009/10 season will now be allowed to play in 2008/09. 
 
Reps 
Baseball NSW have indicated that there will be a representative competition for 16s, 14’s and Little League.  This 
will still be known as Sydney Championship and Association Cup.  In the little league age group, only players in 
major league (11s and 12s) will be eligible.  There is no indication at this time on what is available for 10s 
(formerly first year Under 12s) or 9s (formerly under 10s) in 2008/09.  It is understood that in addition to the 
BNSW competition, players from Greater Western Little League Major will still be eligible to contest the NSW 
Divisional Little League final with the end incentive to go all the way to the USA for the Little League World Series. 
 
The Committee will provide more information about the new age and competition structure during club 
registrations in July, and on the web at www.rootyhillbaseball.com as information is available. 
 
 
 



 
ROOTY HILL RSL YOUTH BASEBALL CLUB 

A division of the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Club Inc. 
ABN: 86294757456 

Website: www.rootyhillbaseball.com 
e-mail: secretary@rootyhillbaseball.com 

Player Registration Form  
 
Season:  _________  Summer   /   Winter  Senior  / Junior 
 
First Name:    ___________________ Surname:   ___________________________________ 
 
Date of Birth:  ______/______/________ 
 
Address:  _________________________________________________ Postcode: ______  
 
Telephone home  ___________________________mobile _ _________________________ 
 
RSL Badge Number:__________________ self    /   par ent   /   guardian 
 

Please note:  
The player, or at least one parent / guardian (if p layer aged under 18), MUST  be a member of the  

Rooty Hill RSL Club Ltd for registration to be acce pted. 
 
Do you wish to receive e-mail updates from the Club :  yes   /    no 
 
Email address: ____________________________________ _________ 
 
Club last played for:______________________________ _______________ 
 
Season last played: ___________________  Summer   /   Winter 
 
Are there any medical issues that may affect your playing baseball:   yes  /  no 
 
If yes, please describe: _________________________________________________________ 
 
I certify that: 
- I am a free agent and able to register with Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club 
- I am not a suspended person 
- I have not unfinancial with this or any other baseball organisation 
- I have the necessary clearances to play with / transfer to this club 
- I agree to abide by the rules of the Rooty Hill RSL Youth Baseball Club Inc and their affiliated bodies 
 
Signature:  _________________________________  Date: ___/____/_____ 

Player  (if over 18) /  Parent   /  Guardian 
Club Use  
Team:  _______________   Insurance: Student / Worker 
 
Youth Club Fee: _____________  Baseball Fee:  ____________ 
 
RHRSLYC receipt _____________  Baseball Receipt:  ____________ 
 
Club Official: (Print name and sign)______________________________________ 
 
Date: ___/____/_____ 
 
 



Left blank for Youth Club Membership Form 



Dates for your Calendar 
 
April 
Sunday 20  Rooty Hill RSL ANZAC March 
 
May 
Sunday 4  GWBA 2008/09 Representative trials ** 
Sunday 18  GWBA 2008/09 Representative trials ** 
Monday 19  Rooty Hill Baseball Annual General Meeting 
 
July 
Sunday 14 (tbc) Rooty Hill Baseball Registration ++ 
Sunday 21 (tbc) Rooty Hill Baseball Registration ++ 
Sunday 28 (tbc) Rooty Hill Baseball Registration ++ 
 
August 
Wednesday 6 Pre Season Training, PvH 
Wednesday 13 Pre Season Training, PvH 
Wednesday 20 Pre Season Training, PvH 
Wednesday 27 Pre Season Training, PVH 
 
September 
Wednesday 3 Pre Season Training, PVH 
Saturday 6  Start of 2008/09 Season ++ 
 
 
** Venue To Be Announced  – watch www.rootyhillbaseball.com for more details 
++ Date To Be Confirmed – watch www.rootyhillbaseball.com for more details 
 
 



 


